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and indispensable a^cnt. We have traced above the pro-
cess by which mankind were ripened for the reception of
Christianity. Tor many ages peremptory laws were im-
posed upon different nations and enforced by a machinery
of punishment. Daring these ages, out of the whole num-
ber of persons who obeyed these laws very few cither
knew or enquired why they had been imposed. But all
the time these nations were forming habits of action which
gradually became so familiar to them that the nations who
wanted similar habits became to them objects of contempt
and disgust as savages. At last the time came when the
hidden principle of all law was revealed and Christian
humanity became the self-legislating life of mankind.
Thus did the Law bring men to Christ. Now what the
Law did for the race the schoolmaster docs for the in-
dividual. He imposes rules, assigning a penalty for dis-
obedience. Under this ride the pupil grows up, until
order, punctuality, industry, justice and mercy to his
school-fellows become the habits of his life. Then when
the time comes, the strict rule relaxes, the pupil is taken
into the master's confidence, his obedience becomes rea-
sonable, a living morality. If the teacher be one whose
own morality attains the standard of the Christian En-
thusiasm, the pupil is more likely to be initiated into the
same supreme mystery than if he stood in any other re-
lation to him. There is no moral influence in the world,
excepting that occasionally exerted by great men, com-
parable to that of a good teacher; there is no position in
which a man's merits, considered as moral levers, have
so much purchase. Therefore the whole question of edu-
cation—what the method of it should be, what men should
be employed in it—is preeminently a question in which

